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(54) DOCUMENT RETRIEVING DEVICE, METHOD, AND STORAGE MEDIUM 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To reduce processing time 
in document retrieving processing, where multi- 
dimensional vector matching is used, even when a large 
amount of document data is retrieved. 
SOLUTION: Document data retrieving is conducted using 
a document database in which pairs, each composed of 
document data and a semantic vector representing its 
contents with a multi-dimensional vector, are stored. 
Document data stored in the document database is 
classified into groups according to similar semantic 
vectors, and the groups are stored in a group table. 
When a query described in a natural language statement 
is entered, a language analysis is made for the query to 
generate the semantic vector of the query (S21-S23). 
Based on the language analysis result, a group is 
selected from the group table (S24, S25). For document 
data belonging to the selected group, matching between 
the semantic vector stored in the selected group and 
the semantic vector of the query is performed to 
retrieve for a document and then the result is output (S26-S28). 
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